
 

 

Shiawassee Health and Wellness & Great Lakes Fusion Receive 
NextCycle Michigan Award to Grow Recycling & Vocational Training 

Opportunities in Shiawassee County 
Shiawassee Health and Wellness (SHW), the county’s Community Mental Health 
Authority, and Great Lakes Fusion (GLF), part of a Vernon Township-based family of 
businesses committed to community and an innovator in reducing waste streams, have 
partnered together for the purpose of expanding recycling opportunities while increasing 
vocational training opportunities in Shiawassee County.   

SHW currently operates the Dj Root Recycling Center, a paper & cardboard-focused 
recycling center in the Owosso Southeast Industrial Park that also provides skill building 
and supported employment services to individuals with mental illness or 
intellectual/developmental disabilities. GLF operates several companies that promote 
material reuse and the circular economy, a systemic approach to economic 
development designed to benefit businesses, society, and the environment.  

To improve recycling solutions for the residents in Shiawassee County, SHW and GLF 
recently began working on a collaborative public-private partnership and were selected 
to participate in a NextCycle Michigan Innovation Challenge through the Michigan 
Department of Environment, Great Lakes, and Energy (EGLE). To learn more about 
NextCycle Michigan, visit NextCycleMichigan.com. 

NextCycle Michigan works to make an impact across all people and types of 
communities in Michigan by creating a robust recycled material chain and supports a 
circular economy. It offers a multi-track idea incubator that provides technical support 
and subject matter expert mentoring to move ideas toward implementation.   

According to SHW CEO Lindsey Hull, “Being selected for the NextCycle Innovation 
Track is a game changer. We are making valuable connections with experts in the field 
and are learning about programs across the state that will ultimately help us develop 
better programs in our community. Work is just getting started but soon we will be 
seeking input from residents, businesses, and municipalities to gain insights to best 
shape our project to match identified community needs.”   

SHW and GLF started work on the initiative in March and will continue into the fall, with 
the goal of making a significant impact by expanding operations at the center, including 
the types of materials diverted from landfills, creating jobs, expanding job training 
opportunities, and creating a pipeline for local businesses to connect with skilled 
workers while creating an effective and efficient recycling network across the 
communities in the county.     



 As stated by Bryan Marks, owner of GLF “We are very excited to partner with Lindsey 
and her team at SHW. Our partnership will provide a path to increase recycling and 
vocational training opportunities for Shiawassee County. Having the honor of being 
selected by NextCycle and EGLE will give us the tools needed to ensure that our 
partnership is a success. We are grateful to be a part of this endeavor as we remain 
steadfast in our commitment to improving the environment and quality of life in our 
community.” 

“SHW and GLF are showing tremendous leadership with this collaboration, and we are 
excited to see how the NextCycle designation will provide them with valuable 
information that will ultimately lead to more economic development opportunities in 
Shiawassee County, said Shiawassee Economic Development Partnership 
President/CEO Justin Horvath. 


